Keeping Higher
Education a Priority

By Indiara Lieutenant Governor Becky Skillman

Since Govemor Daniels and | asurmed office moe
than three years ago, we have been dedicated to
improving the educafional opporunities for all children
and adults in Indiana. We understand that in order to
haove a thiving workforce, we must prepare our resicents
with the best education possible, This is one way that we
can build a stronger Indiana.

A thriving workforce i not possible If we can't keep
recentcolege graduates hereinindiana to help build our
future, Curently, 45 percent of all Indiono postsecondany
graduates leave Indiona after graoduating, We are
working to improve that number by bringing great
jobs to the state and by striving for excellence in higher
education. The Governor has cut back on most state
govemnment expenditures to balance the budget, but
he has approved increased higher education funding
by approxinrately 548.5 milion each year.

A key component to a successiul public school sysfem
is highty gqualified teachers. We want Indiana to be a
fop choice for our nation’s talent within the teaching
community 5o we can provide the best education for
our children. Because of our commitrmeant to education,
Indiona waos recently selected as the lead state to
lounch the Woodiow Wikon Teaching Fellowship, In
exchange for a three-year commifrnent to feach math
or science in a high-need school, fellows will receive
a 530,000 stipend to complete their master's degree
at Ball State Universty, Purdue University, University of
Indianapois, o IUPUL

Intoday sgliobalizedsociety, acrticalpart of education
is exposure to foreign counfries and  longuages.
Govermnor Daniels and | want Hoosier students to have
the ocpporfunity to leam atout the worlkd around us. In
Febmary (2008), | led a frade mission to Mexico, Unigue
to this trade mission was the number of acodemic
dalegates who traveled with us. Memibers from four of
Indicna’s universities — Purdue, Indiana University, vy Tech
and Ball State - represented their faculty and students
in meetings with thelr counterpans at two prominent
Mexican institutions, | joined the academic delegates
to sign formnal portnerships between their schools and
La Salle University and the Autonomous University of
Hidalgo, which will open the doors for future faculty and
student exchanges.
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Pernops the most mportant thing the Govemaor and
| can do to keep Hooser students here to help build o
stronger Indiana is to provide them with a healthy jolbo
market, We work every day to reciit new businesses 1o
our state and help grow those that already call Indiana
home, The Indiona Economic Developrment Corporation
(IEDC), craated in 2005, oversees the statewide business
attraction and development efforts. Since IEDC bagan
its wark, approximately 520 businesses have committed
to create more than 43,000 new, high-paying jobs in all
industries. Our unemployment rate is now the lowest it's
been in six years ot 4.6 percent — significanty lower than
our Midwestem neighbors.

Indianais home tormany great collegesand universities
such asIUPUIL As state govermnment officials, it is Govemor
Daniels” and my duty fo support fhese institutions so all
Hoosiers have access to a quality education. Expanding
these opportunities for our citizens will strengthen our state
and give graduates the tools they need fo succeed in
today's competitive job market. The Govermnorand | will
confinue to invest in our state's educational offerngs to
prepare Indiona for a bhight future,
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